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A Message from the Ambassador 
The last year has been a tremendous one for Ireland here in Canada.  Across a wide number of 

areas, there have been significant developments.   
The relationship between Ireland and Canada has always been based on people and 2012 saw a 
continued influx of Irish people into Canada. The destination of the new Irish shifted westwards 
as more and more opted to move to the Western Provinces, especially Alberta.  The new 
arrangements for the International Experience Canada (IEC) programme were agreed between 
the two Governments and signed in Dublin in October by the Tánaiste and Irish Minister for 
Foreign Affairs and Trade, Eamon Gilmore and the Canadian Minister for Immigration, Jason 

Kenney. In addition, several of the Canadian Provinces have targeted Ireland for their own 
Provincial Preference Programmes, including Newfoundland, Nova Scotia and Alberta. 
The community has reacted very well and there are now groups throughout the country providing 
a network of support to our new migrants. We also have the new Irish Immigration Centre in 
Toronto which was opened in March this year. I want to mention in particular the work of 
Eamonn OôLoghlin, who was the first Chair of the Centre, and the Executive Director Cathy 
Murphy. All those who contributed to the work leading up to its opening have to be commended. 

 
Irish trade statistics show a very creditable increase of 24% in overall merchant exports to 
Canada in the first 11 months of 2012 and exports from Irish indigenous companies showing a 
very similar trend.  The latter figure in particular reflects the very good job which Enterprise 
Ireland, under the leadership of Ross OôColmain, is doing in this area. 
I have often said at events throughout the country that I do not personally believe that Irish links 
to Canada receive the appropriate level of recognition in Ireland.   This year things changed and 
we had a  number of high level visits by senior Government figures including the Tánaiste 

Eamon Gilmore, the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation Richard Bruton, the Minister 
for Transport and Tourism Leo Varadkar and the Minister for Mines Fergus OôDowd. There 
were also a large number of visits by Canadian Ministers to Ireland, including Finance Minister 
Jim Flaherty (twice) and Immigration Minister Jason Kenney.  Apart from the Ministers, a large 
number of Parliamentarians went in both directions on visits.  I am not sure whenever this level 
and frequency of visits was experience before. 
 

On the visits front we also had the extraordinarily successful visit by the Ladies All Stars to 
Toronto where they served up an extremely competitive and exciting game at Centennial Park.  
The Toronto Board and the GAA in general did a tremendous job, especially Sean Harte and 
Brian Farmer. In 2013 the Irish Rugby team is scheduled to tour Canada and play test matches in 
Toronto and Vancouver. I hope the whole community will turn out to give them a welcome.  I 
am certainly looking forward to the games. 
Throughout Canada, Irish organisations have been very active and many have gone from strength 

to strength.  I am often amazed at the work that so many volunteers do throughout the length and 
breadth of this wonderful country, from the US border to the Arctic and from the Atlantic 
Provinces to B.C. Whether itôs promoting our culture and heritage, sport or music, providing 
valuable business networks, or the publication of excellent Irish-Canadian magazines and 
newspapers, your contribution is immense. Our links and our influence are based entirely on the 
shoulders of these people. Both countries owe a huge debt of gratitude to these unsung heroes. 
 
 

 

Dr. Ray Bassett, 

Ambassador of 
Ireland  
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AMBASSADORôS MESSAGE CONT. 

As those who follow the international economic journals will be aware, 2012 was a much better year for Ireland than 
previous ones. Almost all economic indicators are pointing in the right direction and the recovery now underway will 
hopefully will gather pace in 2013. It is too early to say that Ireland is entirely out of the woods but the bulk of the 

necessary adjustments have been completed and Ireland is scheduled to exit the EU bailout in 2013. We will be very glad 
to do so.  
 
It has been a very difficult three years but, unlike some of the other countries in similar situations, we can see tangible and 
measurable progress.  In International organisations, Irelandôs standing is very high and is constantly being reinforced by 
very successful elections to leadership positions. Ireland is about to step down from the Chairmanship of the 57 member 
OSCE and is taking up an elected position on the UN Human Rights Commission. 
The results above can only be achieved through hard work and ability. In this regard I would like to beg your indulgence to 

take the opportunity of commending the staff in the Embassy, without them, very little from my point of view would have 
been possible. In particular Hilary OôReilly, the Deputy Head of Mission who works incredible hours and to so much 
effect; Sarah Thorenton Cultural and Consular Officer who is so committed to everything Irish related in Canada.   
 
Also to Siobhan Doran who carries a huge workload in our passport and consular section, Debbie Earwaker who assists in 
the passport area and manages the Foreign Birth Register, a very important function in Canada. I would also like to express 
my thanks to Gurpreet Bajwa who operates our Visa section and manages to keep our accounts.  Also to Caoimhe Bennis 

who is in charge of the Ambassadorôs office and regularly keeps the show on the road. And of course thanks to Alain Tasse 
who provides office support and to Mat Desjardins and Patti Arud who ensure that events at the residence run so smoothly.  
 
Finally I would like to express appreciation to Linda Fitzgibbon who is our special projects officer and who has established 
the Irish Womenôs Network in Ontario. 
 
Finally remember that 2013 is the year of the Gathering so all those who can travel to Ireland should do so.  The Tourism 

Ireland Office in Toronto under Jayne Shackleford will be only too willing to help you promote it in your local area. 
 
Happy Christmas and a peaceful and prosperous New Year. 

  

 

 

 



ECONOMICS CORNER 

 

 ICCCOTT Hosts Breakfast with Canadian 

Trade Minister Ed Fast at the Ambassadorôs 

Residence 

The Canadian Minister for International Trade and the Asia Pacific Gateway, Mr Ed Fast, was the 

principal guest speaker at a business breakfast hosted by the Ireland Canada Chamber of Commerce 

in Ottawa (ICCOTT) and the Embassy at the Irish residence on 1 November.  
 

Minister Fast spoke of the strong and longstanding bilateral relationship between Ireland and 

Canada, noting that Ireland, a model for inward investment, was the fourth most important 

destination for Canadian investment abroad. Canadian investment in Ireland was $10 billion more 
than in China. The EU-Canada Comprehensive Economic and Free Trade Agreement or CETA, 

(negotiations which are nearing completion) would, the Minister noted, greatly benefit the bilateral 

relationship. Minister Fast also highlighted the important role Ireland will play as it assumes the 
presidency of the European Union in 2013. The Minister noted that the CETA is expected to bring a 

20 percent boost in trade between the EU and Canada and a $12 billion boost to the Canadian 

economy. The CETA negotiations represent Canadaôs most significant trade initiative since the 

NAFTA.  
 

 

(From left) Embassyôs Consular and Cultural Officer Sarah Thorenton, Deputy Head of Mission Hilary 

Reilly, ICCCOTT Board Members Siobhan OôBrien, Pat Kelly, Austin Comerton, Trade Minister Ed Fast, 

Ambassador Bassett, ICCCOTT Board Members Ian Ashe, Richard Philippe, Mr. Maurizio Cellini (First 

Counsellor and Head of Economic, Commercial and Trade Section at the EU Delegation to Canada), 

ICCCOTT Board Members Laura Hay and Dara O'Huiginn 
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The Irish Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and 
Innovation, Mr Richard Bruton TD, visited 

Toronto from 7 to 9 November last on an 

Enterprise Ireland trade mission.  

 
The objectives of the trade mission were to boost 

trade between Ireland and Canada and to help Irish 

companies grow their export sales and to help 

create jobs in Ireland.  
 

The Trade Mission was organised by Ross 

OôColm§in and his team at Enterprise Ireland ï 

Marguerite Bourke, Avril Murphy and Eoghan 
OôBraon§in, who did a fantastic job.  

 

A total of 30 Irish companies travelled with the 
Minister, from a range of sectors, including 

telecoms, mobile and financial software, consumer 

products, food and beverages and infrastructure. 

The Minister had a very busy programme, 
participating in over 20 meetings and engagements 

over the course of two and a half days. He met 

with the Canadian Minister for Finance, Jim 

Flaherty, and also did a number of media 
interviews for TV and radio about the mission and 

about Irelandôs efforts toward economic recovery. 

The Minister also addressed the Ireland-Canada 
Chamber of Commerce in Toronto and met with 

leading Canadian Financial Services and telecoms 

executives at a series of advisory panels for Irish 

companies.  
 

A total of ú8million in new business contracts 

were announced by Irish companies during the 

trade mission, as well as five new Irish-Canadian 
partnerships. One such partnership was the 

signature of a Memorandum of Understanding 

between the Royal College of Surgeons of Ireland 

and the University Health Network of Toronto 
towards closer co-operation between the two 

entities.  

 

 

 

 

Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation Ireland Leads 

Trade Mission to Canada 
 

 



ECONOMICS CORNER 

 

The Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport, Mr Leo Varadkar T.D., visited Toronto on 1 October to launch 

the ñGatheringò, the year-long tourism initiative taking place in Ireland in 2013. The Minister addressed a 

meeting of travel, trade, media, Irish business and cultural contacts in Toronto, organised by Jayne Shackleford 
and her team in Tourism Ireland. He also undertook a number of media interviews including on Canada AM.  

 

The Minister was on a whistle-stop tour of four North American cities to promote Irish tourism and the 

Gathering, where he met with the media, airline representatives, members of the travel trade, business networks 
and community and cultural representatives.  

 

For more information on the exciting events taking place across Ireland in 2013, which kicks off with a big 
celebration in Dublin on New Years Eve, check out the Gathering website on www.thegatheringireland.com    

 

 

 

(from left) Tourism Ireland CEO Niall Gibbons, Minister Leo Varadkar, 

Ambassador Bassett 

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport Visits 
Toronto and Promotes The Gathering 

http://www.thegatheringireland.com/


 

FEATURED 
  

To find out more about the Gathering 
2013 and how you can be a part of it, 

log onto the website at:   

www.thegatheringireland.com or 

contact Tourism Ireland at 

info.ca@tourismireland.com for more 

information.  
 

 

Tánaiste and Canadian Immigration Minister 

Announce Enhancements for Working Abroad Visas 

Dublin- Minister for 

Citizenship and 

Immigration Jason 

Kenney (left) and 

Tánaiste Eamon 

Gilmore sign the 

amendments to the 

Memorandum of 

Understanding 

between Canada 

and Ireland 

regarding the 

Working Holiday 

Programme.  

(photo credit: 
Fennell 

Photography)  

 

 

In October, the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade, Eamon Gilmore, T.D., and the Hon. Jason 

Kenney, M.P., Canadaôs Minister for Citizenship and Immigration announced substantial enhancements to the 

Ireland Canada Working Holiday Programme. The announcement will see the number of visas available for 
Canadian and Irish participants double to over 10,000 by 2014 and see the length of stay extended from one 

year to two years. 

 
The Tánaiste welcomed the new programmeñI visited Toronto over the St Patrickôs Day weekend this year to 

meet those participating on the programme as well as the companies seeking to hire Irish workers.  At that time 

both Minister Kenney and I felt that the programme could be enhanced to better meet the needs of participants 

and perspective employers.  I am delighted that as a result of that meeting in March, we were able to bring 
forward these changes which will benefit both our countries in the coming years.ò The Tánaiste also said that 

the Government is ñstriving to create the economic climate that will allow emigrants to return.  However, this 

programme is not just about short term emigration.  Canada is one of the biggest investors in Ireland and Irish 

companies now employ 60,000 people in Canada.  This new generation working holiday programme will 
continue to facilitate economic ties between Ireland and Canada.ò 

 

Working Holiday Programme  

  

The Working Holiday Programme started in 2003 with the aim of allowing young Irish and Canadian 

people to live and work in the other country for a period of up to 12 months.  The programme is open to 

young people between the ages of 18 and 35. From a 2003 quota of 100, the number of places has grown 

steadily each year with the quota for 2012 recently being set at 5,350 places (up from 5,000 in 2011).  

Among the new amendments is the extension from one to two years and an increase in the quota to 6,350 

in 2013 and 10,000 in 2014. 

  
 

 

http://www.thegatheringireland.com/
mailto:info.ca@tourismireland.com


 

FEATURED 

This November, Pat Kelly was one of ten individuals in the Irish diaspora 

who received the Presidential Distinguished Service Award in Dublin from 

President Michael D. Higgins; based on a nomination put forward by the 

Irish organisations in Ottawa. This award recognizes Patôs outstanding 

contributions to the Irish community abroad. He was recognized specifically 

as a recipient for Arts, Culture and Sport. Our sincerest congratulations go 

out to Pat who is an integral part of the Irish community in Ottawa. For a 

full article on Pat and the Presidential Distinguished Service Award, please 

see the latest edition of Irish Connections Canada. An online version will be 

available at: http://www.irishcanadamag.com/ 

 

Ambassador Bassett and 2012 Ottawa Rose of Tralee Avaleigh Eastman were on 
hand at St. Brigidôs Centre for the Arts, home of the National Irish Canadian 

Cultural Centre (http://saintbrigidscentre.com/) to celebrate with Pat (right) and 
his family at an event organised by the Ottawa community 

 

 

Pat Kelly Receives Inaugural Presidential 

Distinguished Service Award 

http://www.irishcanadamag.com/
http://saintbrigidscentre.com/


 

FEATURED 
 

 

 

 

Celebrating the Works of Irish Playwright 

Marie Jones at the Gladstone and Great 

Canadian Theatre Companies  

Theatre goers recently had the privilege of welcoming 

the works of acclaimed Irish playwright and actress 

Marie Jones to the Ottawa stage. Presented by Seven 

Thirty Productions (http://www.seventhirty.ca/) and 

wonderfully directed by John P. Kelly, Stones in His 

Pockets ï a story about a rural town in County Kerry 

overrun by a Hollywood film crew, opened at the 

Gladstone Theatre in September.   

 

Mr. Kelly also directed Fly Me to the Moon - a tale of 

two women struggling in todayôs tough economic 

climate who have to decide how far they will go to 

make ends meet. The production opened at the Great 

Canadian Theatre Company (GCTC) at the end of 

October. Each production delighted the packed 

audience.  

 

The Embassyôs Cultural Officer, Sarah Thorenton 

attended to opening night of Fly Me to the Moon and 

presented a Certificate of Irish Heritage to GCTCôs 

own Sheilagh DôArcy McGee.   

 

Amidst being the very talented and accomplished 

media relations coordinator and promo producer at the 

theatre, Sheilaghôs great, great grandfather John 

Joseph McGee was the brother of the legendary 

historical Irish-Canadian figure, Thomas DôArcy 
McGee.  

 

The Embassyôs Cultural Officer 
Sarah Thorenton (left) presents a 
Certificate of Irish Heritage to 

Sheilagh DôArcy McGee 

 

For more information on the 

Certificate of Irish Heritage please 

use the following link:  

http://www.heritagecertificate.com 

/ 

http://www.seventhirty.ca/
http://www.heritagecertificate.com/


FEATURED 

Pat Collinôs Silence opens 

European Union Film 

Festival 

 

 

 

In partnership with Cyprus who currently hold the 
Presidency of the Council of the European Union 
(Ireland takes on this role in January), the EU Delegation 

to Canada and the Canadian Film Institute, the Irish 
Embassy Ottawa organised the annual opening night gala 
of the European Union Film Festival in Ottawa.   Irish 
Director Pat Collinsôs film Silence screened firstly for a 
packed audience at the gala - which was made up mainly 
of the diplomatic community - and then for the general 
public opening night.   

Synopsis: Eoghan is a Berlin-based sound recordist who 
is returning to Ireland for the first time in 15 years. His 
reason for returning is a job offer: to find and record 
places free from man-made sound. His quest takes him 
away from towns and villages into remote Irish terrain. 
On his journey, he encounters a number of people who in 
their different ways prompt him to ponder the facts and 

silences of his own life. 
 
The Ambassador introduced the film in Ottawa citing 
that it was ñbeautifully reflectiveò.  He further 
enlightened the audience by recounting a passage by Irish 
poet William Butler Yeats as he felt Yeatsô words echoed 
the search for silence and peace within the film:  
And I shall have some peace there, for peace comes 

dropping slow,  
Dropping from the veils of the morning to where the 
cricket sings;  
There midnight's all a-glimmer, and noon a purple glow,  
And evening full of the linnet's wings.  
I will arise and go now, for always night and day  
I hear lake water lapping with low sounds by the shore;  

While I stand on the roadway, or on the pavements gray,  
I hear it in the deep heart's core. 
 
Silence also screened at Toronto and Vancouverôs EU 
Film Festivals. The Embassy is most appreciative to 
Cathy Murphy, Executive Director of the Irish Canadian 
Immigration Centre, who also has an extensive 
background in the arts, as she introduced Silence to the 

packed audience at Torontoôs screening.  Cathy described 
the film as ñimpactfulò:  ñI found it very moving.  I have 
been to most of those spots (including Tory Island) and 
understood his quest.  The film's deceptive simplicity 
was a mask, I think, for the cacophony of sound going on 
inside, that can only be mined and eventually calmed by 
the very stillness Eoghan seeks.ò  

 

For further information on Silence, visit: 

http://harvestfilms.ie/silence 

 

 


