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A Message from the Ambassador

The last year has been a tremendous one for Ireland here in Canada. Across a wide nui
areas, there have besignificant developments.

The relationship between Ireland and Canada has always been based on people and 20
continued influx of Irish people into Canada. The destination of the new Irish shifted wesl
as more and more opted to move to thest¥rn Provinces, especially Alberta. The new
arrangements for the International Experience Canada (IEC) programme were agreed be
the two Governments and signed in Dublin in October by the Tanaiste and Irish Minister
Foreign Affairs and Trade, B@on Gilmore and the Canadian Minister for Immigration, Jasc
Kenney. In addition, several of the Canadian Provinces have targeted Ireland for their ov
Provincial Preference Programmes, including Newfoundland, Nova Scotia and Alberta.
The community has reted very well and there are now groups throughout the country pro
a network of support to our new migrants. We also have the new Irish Immigration Centr
Toronto which was opened in March this year. | want to mention in particular the work of
EamommOd6 Loghl i n, who was the first Chair
Murphy. All those who contributed to the work leading up to its opening have to be comn

Irish trade statistics show a very creditable increase of 24% in ovesahamt exports to
Canada in the first 11 months of 2012 and exports from Irish indigenous companies shov
very similar trend. The latter figure in particular reflects the very good job which Enterpri:
Il rel and, under t he | iecoigintlidarep of Ross O
| have often said at events throughout the country that | do not personally believe that Iris
to Canada receive the appropriate level of recognition in Ireland. This year things chanc
we had a number of high levekits by senior Government figures including the Tanaiste
Eamon Gilmore, the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation Richard Bruton, the Mir
for Transport and Tourism Leo Varadkar
were also a largeumber of visits by Canadian Ministers to Ireland, including Finance Mini
Jim Flaherty (twice) and Immigration Minister Jason Kenney. Apart from the Ministers, a
number of Parliamentarians went in both directions on visits. | am not sure whéis\evel
and frequency of visits was experience before.

On the visits front we also had the extraordinarily successful visit by the Ladies All Stars
Toronto where they served up an extremely competitive and exciting game at Centennia
The Taonto Board and the GAA in general did a tremendous job, edye®&dn Harte and
Brian Farmerln 2013 the Irish Rugby team is scheduled to tour Canada and play test ma
Toronto and Vancouver. | hope the whole community will turn out to give theslcome. |
am certainly looking forward to the games.

Throughout Canada, Irish organisations have been very active and many have gatefrgtl
to strength. Amoftenamazed at the work that so many volunteers do throughout the lenc
breadthof this wonderful country, from the US border to the Arctic and from the Atlantic
ProvincestoBC.Wh et her i tés promoting our cul tu
valuable business networks,tbe publication oéxcellent IrishkCanadian magaazes and
newspapers, your contribution is immenerr links and our influence are based entirely on
shoulders of these people. Both countries owe a huge debt of gratitude to these unsung

Dr. Ray Bassett,
Ambassador of
Ireland
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As those who follow the international economic journals will be aware, 2012 was a much better year for Ineland th:
previous ones. Almost all economic indicators are pointing in the right direction and the recovery now underway w
hopefully will gather pace in 2013. It is too early to say that Ireland is entirely out of the woods but the bulk of the
necessary adjusients have been completed and Ireland is scheduled to exit the EU bailout in 2013. We will be ver
to do so.

It has been a very difficult three years but, unlike some of the other countries in similar situations, we can seenthng
measurablepogr es s. I n I nternational organi sations, I re
very successful elections to leadership positions. Ireland is about to step down from the Chairmanship of the 57 m
OSCE and is taking up atected position on the UN Human Rights Commission.

The results above can only be achieved through hard work and ability. In this regard | would like to beg your induls
take the opportunity of commending the staff in the Embassy, without theniittverfiyom my point of view would have
been possib e . I n particul ar Hado&Misgion @io Rerks indregible hounseand Roes@ muthy
effect; Sarah Torenton Cultural and Consulaff@er who is so committed to everything Irish rethia Canada.

Also to Siobhan Doran who carries a huge workload in our passport and consular section, Debbie Earwaker who ¢
the passport area and manages the Foreign Birth Register, a very important function in Canada. | would also | 1
my thanks to Gurpreet Bajwa who operates our Visa section and manages to keep our accounts. Also to Caoimh
who is in charge of the Ambassador 6Andad dodirde thanksdomhin Tass
who provides dfce support and to Mat Desjardins and Patti Arud who ensure that events at the residence run so s

Finally | would like to express appreciation to Linda Fitzgibbon who is our special projects officer and who has est:
the Il rish oNom@tarbs Net w

Finally remembethat 2013 is the year of theathering so all those who can travel to Ireland should do so. The Touri
Ireland Office in Toronto under Jayne Shackleford will be only too willing to help you promote it in your local area

Happy Christmas and a peaceful and prosperous New Year
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ICCCOTTHosts Beakfast withCanadian
Trade Minister Ed~asta t t he Aml
Residence

(From |l eft) Embassybés Consul ar and Cul tural C
Reilly, ICCCOTIBoar d Members Siobhan O6Brien, Pat Kel
Ambassador Bassett, ICCCOTT Board Members ldre ARichard PhilippeMr. Maurizio Cellini (First
Counsellor and Head of Economic, Commercial and Trade Section BtxBelegationto Canada,
ICCCOTT Board Members Laura Hay abdra O'Huiginn

The Canadian Minister for International Trade and the Asia Pacific Gateway, Mr Ed Fast, was
principal guest speaker at a business breakfast hosted by the Ireland Canada Ch@mbereste
in Ottawa (ICCOTT) and the Embassy at the Irish residence on 1 November.

Minister Fast spoke of the strong and longstanding bilateral relationship between Ireland and
Canada, noting that Ireland, a model for inward investment, was the fourthmpostant
destination for Canadian investment abroad. Canadian investment in Ireland was $10 billion r
than in China. The EACanada Comprehensive Economic and Free Tradeeignt or CETA,
(negotiationsvhich are nearing completion) would, the Minrst®ted, greatly benefit the bilateral
relationship. Minister Fast also highlighted the important role Ireland will play as it assumes tt
presidency of the European Union in 2013. The Minister noted that the CETA is expected to
20 percent boost itnade between the EU and Canada and a $12 billion boost to the Canadian
economy. The CETA negotiations represent
NAFTA.
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Minister for &bs, Enterprise and Innovation Ireland Lea
Trade Mssion to Canada

The Irish Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and
Innovation, Mr Richard Bruton TD, visited
Toronto from 7 to 9 Novemibéast on an
Enterprise Ireland trade mission.

The objectives of the trade mission were to boo
trade between Ireland and Canada and to help
companies grow their export sales and to help
create jobs in Ireland.

The Trade Mission was organisedRgss
O6Col m8i n and his tiea
Marguerite Bourke, Avril Murphy and Eoghan
O6Braon8in, who did a

A total of 30 Irish companies travelled with the
Minister, from a range of sectors, including
telecoms, mobile and finaiat software, consume
products, food and beverages and infrastructure
The Minister had a very busy programme,
participating in over 20 meetings and engagemé
over the course of two and a half days. He met
with the Canadian Minister for Finance, Jim
Flaherty, and also did a number of media
interviews for TV and radio about the mission a
about I relandbds effor
The Minister also addressed the Irelaanada
Chamber of Commerce in Toronto and met with
leading Canadian Financi8krvices and telecoms
executives at a series of advisory panels for Iris
companies.

A total of Uu8million
were announced by Irish companies during the
trade mission, as well as five new Ird€anadian
partnerships. One such partnership was the
signature of a Memorandum of Understanding
between the Royal College 8tirgeons of Ireland
and the University Health Network of Toronto
towards closer coperation between the two
entities.
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Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sparisits
Toronto and Phmotes The Gathering

§"éthermg

IRELAND 2013

(from left) Tourism Ireland CEO Niall Gibbons, Minister Leo Varadkz
Ambassador Bassett

The Minister for Transport, Tourism and Spdvit, Leo Varadkar T.D.yisited Toronto on 1 October to launch
t he 0 Ga thdryealdngitaudsm initiative takig place in Ireland in 2013. The Minister addressed a
meeting of traveltrade, media, Irish business and cultural contacts in Toronto, organised by Jayne Shac
and her team in Tourism Ireland. He also undertook a number of media interviews includiagada AM.

The Minister was on a whistigtop tour of four North American cities to promote Irish tourism and the
Gathering, where he met with the media, airline representatives, members of the travel trade, business
and community and cultal representatives.

For more information on the exciting events taking placesscireland in 2013, which kicksf with a big
celebration in Dublin on New Years Eve, check out the Gathering websiterarthegatheringireland.com



http://www.thegatheringireland.com/

IRISH EMBASSY OTTAWA NEWSLETTER

FEATURED

Tanaiste an@€anadian Immigration Minister
Announce Enhancements for Working Abroaigas

Dublin- Minister for
Citizenship and
Immigration Jason
Kenney (left) and
Tanaiste Eamon
Gilmore sign the
amendments to the
Memorandum of
Understanding
between Canada
and Ireland
regarding the
Working Holiday
Programme.
(photo credit:
Femell
Photography

In October, the Tanaistad Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade, Eamon Gilmore, T.D., and the Hon. Jg
Kenney, M. P., Canadaand mMigratiorsnhoenced dulmstantiaCenhanceneentiig i
Ireland Canada Working Holiday Programme. The announcement wilheseeimber of visas available for
Canadian and Irish participants double to over 10,000 by 2014 and see the length of stay extended fromn
year to two years.

The Tan#ste welcomed the new programfihe vi si t ed Toronto overisyelrée S
meet those participating on the programme as well as the companies seeking to hire Irish Wotkatdime
both Minister Kenney and | felt that the programme could be enhanced to better meet the needs of parti
and perspective employge | am delighted that as a result of that meeting in March, we were able to bring
forward these changes which wil | Dbheféndisietalsolsadtthat
the GovernmentiB st ri vi ng t o cr e a tateail dldwemigrants to cetainHtowewdr, ithis a
programme is not just about short term emigratiGanada is one of the biggest investors in Ireland and Iris
companies now employ 60,000 people in Canddas new generation working holiday programmé w
continue to facilitate economic ties between |

Working Holiday Programme

The Working Holiday Programme started in 2003 with the aim of allowing young Irish and Canadian
people to live and work in the other country for a period ofup to 12 months. The programme is open to
young people between the ages of 18 and 35. From a 2003 quota of 100, the number of places has gro
steadily each year with the quota for 2012 recently being set at 5,350 places (up from 5,000 in 2011).
Among the new amendments is the extension from one to two years and an increase in thetg to 6,350
in 2013 and 10,00Gn 2014.



http://www.thegatheringireland.com/
mailto:info.ca@tourismireland.com
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Pat Kelly Receives Inaugural Presidential
Distinguished Service Award

Ambassador Bassett and 20Qfawa Rosef TraleeAvaleigh Eastman were or
handat St . Brigidbés Centre for the
Cultural Centre littp://saintbrigidscentre.cofito celebrae with Pat (right) and
his family at an event organised by the Ottaeanmunity

This NovemberPatKelly was one of ten ingiduals in the Irish dispora
who received the Presidential Distinguished Service Awaiublin from
President Michael D. Higgins; based on a nominationforward by the
Irishorganiat i ons i n Ottawa. This awar
contributions to the Irish community abroad. He was recognized specifi
as a recipient for ArtCulture and SporOur sincerest congratulations go
out to Pat who is an integral part of the Irish community in Ottawa. For ¢
full article on Pat and the Presidential Distinguished Service Award, ple
see the latest edition of Irish Connections Canaaaonline version will be
available athttp://www.irishcanadamag.com/



http://www.irishcanadamag.com/
http://saintbrigidscentre.com/
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Celebrating the Works of Irishld/wright
Marie Jonest the Gladstone and Great
Canadian Theatre Companies

Theatre goers recently had the privilege of welcomi
the works of acclaimed Irish playwright and actress
Marie Jones to the Ottawa stage. Presented by Sev
Thirty Productionslttp://www.seventhirty.ca/and
wonderfully directed by John P. Kellgtones in His
Pockets astory about aural townin County Kerry
overrun by a Hollywood film crew, opened at the
Gladstone Theatre in September.

Mr. Kelly also directedFly Meto the Moon- atale of
t wo women st r utgughleconogici n
climate who have to decidew farthey will go to
make ends meet. The production opened at the Gre
Canadian Theatre Company (GCTC) at the end of
October Each production delighteti¢ packed
audience.

The Embassyés Cul tural
attended to opening night Bfy Me to the Moorand

The Embassyods presented a Certificate

Sarah Thorentoifleft) presents a own Sheilagh Db6Arcy McG
Certificate of Irish Heritage to

Sheilagh DOArcy Amidst being the very talented and accomplished

meda relations coordinator and promo producer at
t heat r e, greéathgeeatigrangifatidesJohn
Joseph McGee was the brothetttod legendary
historical IrishCanadian figureT h o mas D6 A
McGee

e ST
: === For more information on the
Certificate of Irish Heritagelease
use the following link:

http://www.heritagecertificate.con
/



http://www.seventhirty.ca/
http://www.heritagecertificate.com/
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Pat C 8ilericaoperis
European Union Film
In partneship with Cyprus who currently hottie

FeStlvaI Presidency of the Counaf the European Union
(Ireland takes on this role in Januatye EU Delegation
to Canada and the Canadian Film Institthe, Irish
EmbassyOttawaorganised the annual opening night ge
of the European Union Film Festival in Ottawa. Irish
Di rect or P aS&ilenCescteg¢nedrirstly for af
packed audience at the galhich wasmade up mainly
of the diplomatic community and then fothe general
public opening night.

Synopsis Eoghan is a Berlibased sound recordist whg
is returning to Ireland for the first time in 15 years. His
reason for returning is a job offer: to find and record
places free from mamade sound. His quest takes him
away from towns and villages into remdtish terrain.
On his journey, he encounters a number of people wh
their different ways prompt him to ponder the facts an
silences of his own life

The Ambassador introduced the filmOttawaciting

that 1t was fAbeautifully
enlightened the audience by recountingassage by Irist
poet William Butl er ds¥deed

the search fosilence and peaasithin the filn

And | shall have some peace there, for peace comes
dropping slow,

Dropping from the veilsf the morning to where the
cricket sings;

There midnight's all @limmer, and noon a purple glow.
And evening full of the linnet's wings.

I will arise and go now, for always night and day

| hear lake water lapping with low sounds by the shore
Whilel stand on the roadway, or on the pavements gr:
| hear it in the deep heart's core.

Silence also screened at
Film FestivalsThe Embassy isost appreciative to
Cathy Murphy, Executive Director of the Irish Canadia
Immigration Centre, who also has an extensive
background in the arts, as she introduSéenceto the
packed audi ence aQathyldecribed
the film a8l Af onpadt if Lhawee
been to most of those spots (including Tkeiyangd and
understood higuest. The film's deceptive simplicity
was a mask, | think, for the cacophony of sound going
For further information oilence yisit: inside, that can only be mined and eventually calmed

http://harvestfilms.ie/silence the very stillness Eogha




